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happens? The cells of the injured member can
no longer exercise their function. Their energy
is restrained and paralysed. The inflammations or
attacks of fever serve as a way by which the de-
ranged energy escapes. And the organism suffers
in proportion to the greater violence of the injury.
But let the accident be spread over a longer
period of time, let the organism adapt itself to
the change, let the energy of the cells shift during
the interval, and the suffering will proportionally
diminish.

This is the reason why chronic diseases and the
most radical, but extremely slow changes which
take place in our organism, cause only slight
pain.

The same rule applies in the moral domain.

We must keep in reserve the power of our souls.
Thanks to its influence, sufferings and sorrows
assume salutary forms. These sorrows will cir-
culate freely through our minds, like the sensations
of physical pain that flow without suffering through
the nervous centres. For moral or physical
pangs can do nothing but retreat before the
intense energy of our souls and of our bodies.

VII. The belief in moral suffering existing in
itself resembles the barbaric superstition relative
to fire. Candid minds regard it as a quality